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distributions there charted obviously lend themselves to interpretation
by our familiar Zones and Strata technique.
No human tribe has been found without the knowledge of speech
and the use of fire. Probably the aboriginal Tasmanians were the most
backward, as mentioned earlier. We may aceept Morgan's use of the
bow and arrow as indicating a great step forward in man's conquest
of his environment, especially of the stronger animals by whom he was
surrounded. Tliis technique has spread all over the world except to
Australia, where it never seems to have been known. Its use died out
in most of Polynesia, but there no fierce four-footed enemies existed
to endanger settlement by man. For other reasons the bow never seems
to have attracted the primitive tribe*? of South Africa, or those in the
south-west of South America.
Wissler and others have shown that the latest and best technique
of the bow is found in central Asia, where the "Mongolian release" of
the arrow was used (Fig. 29). In more marginal lands the "Mediter-
ranean release" was used, while in the periphery of the "lands of the
bow" the "Primitive" type of release was used. For reasons which
have been explained earlier, we may be quite sure that the cult of the
bow developed first in central Asia, and slowly spread over most of
the world. The "Primitive" method (1) of releasing the arrow is still
in use in the margins, i,cv in most of America, and in India and the East
Indies. The latest technique, the "Mongolian" (3), is still found near
the centre of evolution of archery, i.e., near the centre of the zones
here depicted. (Notice the interesting resemblance to racial zones,)
The distribution of the methods of Writing (in pre-Columbian
times) is approximately suggested by the isoplcth so labelled in Fig,
29. In the New World only the Mayas had a crude method of pictorial
script, not yet deciphered All the data indicating the earliest peoples
to use writing lead us to a region somewhere in the vicinity of
Persia. It may well stem from the cradlcland of so many other cultural
and biological groupings.
It is not till the times of Columbus that any of the criteria of
civilization (if we adhere to Morgan'*? list) originate outside of this most
critical area with respect to human progress, However, printing (by
movable metal types) seems to have been invented by Costar of Harlem
about 1445; and was developed by Gutenberg of Mainz about a decade
later. By about 1500 printing-presses had spread over much of western
Europe, as suggested in Fig. 29. The steam-engine may be credited to